St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
StStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m. Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.

Gratitude
Today, upon a bus,
I saw a very handsome man,
and wished I were as beautiful.
When suddenly he rose to leave,
I saw him hobble down the aisle.
He had one leg and wore a crutch.
But as he passed, he passed a smile.
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine.
I have two legs; the world is mine.
I stopped to buy some candy,
The lad who sold it had such charm,
I talked with him, he seemed so glad,
If I were late, it'd do no harm.
And as I left, he said to me,
"I thank you, you've been so kind.
It's nice to talk with folks like you.
You see," he said, "I'm blind."
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine.
I have two eyes; the world is mine.

We are Essential:
Free the MASS!

Later while walking down the street,
I saw a child I knew.
He stood and watched the others play,
but he did not know what to do.
I stopped a moment and then I said,
"Why don't you join them dear?"
He looked ahead without a word,
I forgot, he couldn't hear.
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine,
I have two ears; the world is mine.
With feet to take me where I'd go,
With eyes to see the sunset's glow,
With ears to hear what I'd know.
With loving family friends to enjoy life
October 4, 2020
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine,
I've been blessed indeed,
the world is mine.

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message
through preaching, through the educaƟon and formaƟon of our people, young and old, and through caring
service and sensiƟve outreach to those in need.
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

Advent Week 1

The First Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 63:16b-17,19b; 64:2-7; 1 Cor.1:3-9; Mark 13:33-37

Today we begin Advent, a hopeful and holy season in which
we are called to be alert and watchful. This season anticipates
the great celebration of Jesus’ birth and his Incarnation in human history. While Advent prepares our hearts for Christmas,
we are also called in a special way during Advent and
throughout our lives not only to “anticipate” something that already happened – Jesus’ birth – but to be alert for signs of
God’s presence in our lives.
It is easy for us to be distracted by the details of what we feel we must do for the celebration of Christmas. We can wander from the ways of God and instead focus on the more secular aspects of the celebration. Like Isaiah, we long to be
watchful and alert, as Jesus commands us, and can even beg God to send down a dramatic sign – mountains quaking
before us – so that we can remember him in this time of busy-ness and its many distractions.
In our struggle to be watchful and alert, to walk the ways of God, we can take heart in Paul’s words to the Corinthians
today. As he did for those early Christians, God bestows countless graces on us and enriches us in every way, with all
discourse and all knowledge … so that [we] are not lacking in any spiritual gift. As baptized children of God, we can
rely upon the Holy Spirit to keep us alert and watchful for the small ways that God reveals himself to us in our lives. We
do not need to ask for spectacular signs of God’s presence, but can find them every day of our lives, in countless moments. We are called to watch for those moments when Jesus might come to us – in the evening, or at midnight, or at
cockcrow, or in the morning.
One way to train ourselves in watchfulness is to adopt, at least during Advent, the nightly practice of the Examen. This
reflection, from Saint Ignatius Loyola, involves reviewing the past day – not only remembering times when we might
have displeased God or missed out on his message to us, but perhaps especially to remember times that God might have
been gifting us with a grace. Did a child or a colleague pay us a compliment? Did we gain a sudden insight when dealing with a challenging problem? Were we impressed by the sunrise or by the call or sight of a bird? These can be seen
as gifts from God, signs of God’s love. Participating in a practice such as this could help us be more alert and watchful
throughout the day of the many ways God is present to us.
As we begin to prepare the Eucharistic table on this first day of the Advent season, let us try to be more cognizant of the
many ways God uplifts us each day as his sons and daughters.
May your Advent journey be one of prayer, solitude, and good health. Blessings to all of you. Father Tony LaTorre

LITURGY AND LIFE
•
•
•

During this Advent, how can you make it a point to be alert to your vocation to love when it is difficult to do so?
Can you set aside a few minutes daily for turning to the Lord in prayer?
For whom in your life do you give thanks?

Shine a Light for Christ
Traditionally, Advent begins on the
first of the four Sundays before
Christmas, with the lighting of a
purple candle set in a wreath, accompanied by prayers and, sometimes, song. On the Second Sunday
of Advent, two purple candles are
lighted. On the Third Sunday of Advent, two purples and one pink are lighted. And one the
fourth Sunday, all four candles burn.
Make time each day during Advent to light the candle (s)
for that week. Pause to meditate and pray about the day
ahead or behind you. As you watch the flame leap and
dance, consider whether you live as a light in the world,
shinning Jesus” bright and steady love through the clutter and consumerism.

Prayer Against Coronavirus
Lord Jesus, our Divine Physician, we ask you to guard and
protect us from Coronavirus COVID-19 and all serious
illness. For all that have died from it, have mercy, for
those that are ill now, bring healing.
For those searching for a remedy, enlighten them;
for medical caregivers helping the sick,
strengthen and shield them.
For those working to contain the spread, grant them
success; for those afraid, grant peace.
May your precious blood be our defense and salvation.
By your grace, may you turn the evil of disease
into moments of consolation and hope.
May we always fear the contagion of sin
more than any illness.
We abandon ourselves to your infinite mercy. Amen.

Living Stewardship Now

“On Guard”
The author of Saint Mark’s Gospel was what we call a straight shooter. His writing
style is plain, with no elaboration or sophistication. In today’s Gospel reading he gets
right to the point: be on your guard; stay awake; the Lord must not find you asleep
when he arrives. Advent comes from the Latin word advenire, which means “to come
to.” The season of Advent, then, is a time to think about and to reflect on three advents in particular: God’s coming into the world as a human child, God’s coming into
our world today, and God’s glorious coming at the end of time. These reflect three
promises: God’s promise to bring salvation to all people, Jesus’ promise to be with
those who follow him, and Jesus’ further promise to return at the end of time. It is not
enough simply to admire Jesus and be impressed by what he says. We are asked to take the extra step and follow the way of discipleship. We do not know where the path of discipleship will lead us, or when Christ himself will return. In the meantime we are the gatekeepers, the stewards, and the ones left in charge. Our responsibility is to stay alert and focused, even when others seem to be asleep or distracted, so that we are ready to
welcome Christ into the world when he comes again. We are also asked to be attentive to the coming of God
into our lives today: in the sacrament of Christ’s Body; in the unlikely guise of the homeless, the hungry, the
prisoner, the addict in whom Christ appears before us; and in the Spirit who is within us. We are urged to live
with hope in our hearts for Christ’s final return.
(If you have young children, make a Jesse Tree or use an Advent calendar, preferably one with Advent themes rather
than Christmas themes. Fine more information on both at catholicculture.org)

DAILY MASS ON
LIVESTREAM !!!

Ways and Means to Help and
Support Our Church

at 8:00 a.m. on Facebook ,
YouTube & Instagram!
Or go to
ww.SaintStephenSF.org
to attend our daily Mass!

As we go our daily life within the state and city-wide
mandate of “Stay-at-Home” for the next few weeks due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, please remember that we
continue to look forward to your regular weekly donations to sustain our church’s basic operation needs.
You may continue to do so through the following:

Fr. Tony‘s Sunday
Celebration of the Eucharist

Every Sunday, at 9:30 am, we continue to go live from
our St. Stephen Parish website, www.saintstephensf.org. Click
on the Facebook link on the top of the page and it will directly
connect you to our livestream mass. Here you can participate in
the live community chat stream during the mass.
If you do not have a Facebook account, no need to worry! Go to
our website, www.saintstephensf.org, scroll down and you will
also be able to join the livestream mass right on our website. You
can also watch our livestream mass every Sunday at 9:30am via
YouTube and Instagram!

NEED A PRIESTLY VISIT?

Please know that if you are homebound, sick, aging, preparing
for a surgical procedure, recovering from a surgical procedure.
Or find yourself in the hospital unexpectedly – your pastor is
most happy to visit you with Holy Communion and Anointing
of the Sick. One does NOT have to be in a state of “end-oflife” for the anointing. It can be administered to any one, at any
time one feels physically or emotionally “low” in life. Please
call the office if we can help. We have been finding out about
“sick” parishioners “when it is too late.” Please give us a call
– we are here for you!

1) via your weekly envelope which can either be:
a. Mailed to the Parish Office;
b. Dropped off at our parish office/mailbox slot.
2) If at this time, you are strictly confined in your
home, please consider setting up an online account
through the parish website: www.saintstephensf.org
by:
a. Click the $ Giving button
b. Click on Donation link
c. Follow instructions to set up your account online
3) If neither of the above works for you, please give us a
call at the office, and we will gladly pick up your donation envelope for the parish or help you set up your
online donation.
For more information, please give us a call at 415-6812444. between 9am to 3pm Mondays thru Fridays or
check our website www.saintstephensf.org
St Stephen Church provides Online Giving -- a convenient and safe way to make a one-time or recurring donation. Getting started is easy. Visit www.s aintstephensf.org,
click on Donation link. . When you participate, your gift will
be securely transferred directly into the parish.

Advent Wreath Prayer

Monday, Nov. 30
8:00 a.m.
Tuesday, Dec 1
8:00 a.m.

† Joseph & Carmelo Greco
(By: Barbara Stephens)

Martin Delaney, Sp Int
(By: Maureen Dowling)

Wednesday, Dec 2
8:00 a.m.

† Patrick J. Dowling

Thursday, Dec 3
8:00 a.m.

† Mary Lucey

Friday, Dec 4
8:00 a.m.

† Wilfredo Garcia

Saturday, Dec 5
8:00 a.m.

† Barbara Frost

4:30 p.m.

† Elinor Gatto

Sunday, Dec 6
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

(By: Grace Enroquez)

(By: Dennis & Sheila McCarthy)

(By: Maria Barzoloski)

The Advent Season
(Lighting Ceremony)

In just two weeks we begin the Advent Season and will display the traditional Advent Wreath. It is our
tradition to invite parishioners to
light the wreath at each Mass during
the four weeks. All you with/or
without your family has to do is light
the candle – no words spoken. If interested, call us
and let us know which Mass and which Sunday you
are interested in. Thank you.

(By: Liam Frost)

(By: Jim & Trish Hargarten)

Allan Dougherty, Sp Int
(By: Lisa )

† Conchita Diaz
(By: Gilbert & Vicky Francisco)

11:30 a.m.

Say this prayer every time you light the candle (s)
on your wreath:
“Come, Lord Jesus!
Fill us with your love.”

† Elinor Gatto

(By: Joseph Cozz & Joseph Bigazza)

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — We are the clay and you, O Lord, are the
poƩer: we are the work of your hands
(Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7).
Psalm — Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and
we shall be saved (Psalm 80).
Second Reading — God is faithful; by God you were called to
fellowship with the Son (1 Corinthians 1:3-9).
Gospel — Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the
Ɵme will come. (Mark 13:33-37).

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCESSAINTS
Sunday: First Sunday of Advent
Monday: St. Andrew, Apostle
Tuesday: World AIDS Awareness Day
Thursday: St. Francis Xavier
Friday: St. John Damascene
Friday: First Friday
Saturday: First Saturday

St. Stephen Parish

CRABFEED
January 23, 2021

www.saintstephensf.org or 415-681-2444

Sr. Toni Lynn’s
Scripture Sharing Session
Returns!

On the eve of the feast of St. Francis of Assisi Pope
Francis went to the saint’s tomb and signed his newest
encyclical, "Fratelli Tutti" – on the importance of Fraternity and Social Friendship. Join us as Sister Toni Lynn
Gallagher breaks open this letter and we review Pope
Francis’ call to recognize that we are all brothers and
sisters at this time of a global pandemic, economic crises, and political unrest.
We will meet virtually over Zoom on Tuesday, December 1, at 10:00 a.m. Email Mary Molly to receive the
link or phone number to call and join our meeting. You
may join over the phone or on your computer or smart
phone or tablet.

FaithFormation@SaintStephenSF.org

lease pray for the sick and homebound of our community and for all those written in our book of the
sick. May they know the healing touch of Jesus.
Gabriel Agudo, Isabela Vicente, Marino Tulao,
Rommel Plondaya, Robert Liam,
Zaida Ysip, Leanna Mossi, Elena Amaya, Eden Finn,
Edileide Jose Barbosa, Kenneth Fambrini,
Larry Barbiere, Carol Dominguez, Marc Gutierres,
Kevin King, Marla Moso, Joel Rivera, Anna Thompson,
Gwendolyn Walsh, Jovita & Richard Thompson.
Please call the office to add or remove names

Ministers of the Word (Lectors)

The lector books for the new Liturgical Year are available in the Parish Office. You are welcome to drop by
and pick yours up, during office hours.

Advent Activity
First Week of Advent
In commemoration of Christ as the true light coming
into the world we light candles each week of the Advent
season leading to Christmas. As we light the Advent
candles we should reflect on the coming of Christ. It is
significant that the Church has always used that language – the coming of Christ – because it speaks to an
essential truth. Christ is coming. Christ is always coming, always entering a troubled world or a wounded
heart. And so we light the first candle, the candle of
hope, we express our longing for peace, for healing, and
the well-being of all God’s creation.

Prayer at Home:
Loving God, as we enter this Advent season, we open all
the dark places in our hearts and memories to the healing
light of Christ. Show us the creative power of hope. Prepare our hearts to the transformed by you, that we may
walk in the light of Christ.

Try to:
Take time in this busy season for quiet reflection –
See that the light of God’s love is discernible everywhere.
Let yourself be surprised by wonder of the season.
Set aside time to offer quiet thanks because:
Christ is coming, Christ is always coming
Welcome Christ into your heart.

For Reflection:
If Jesus were coming today, would he look at our
actions and say,
“Well done”? What have we done for the least of
our brothers and sisters, and thus for him?

St. Stephen’s Faith Formation Program

Our Faith Formation program is now
open for enrollment. Register online
We will help your children to learn more
about our Catholic faith. We also prepare students for the Sacraments of
First Holy Communion &/or Confirmation. This program is supported by a
group of experienced and dedicated
religious education teachers. They not
only teach the knowledge of the Bible, the sacraments, and the
church, but most importantly, they teach the students how to
become faithful followers of Jesus Christ. Their goal is to teach
the students to become Christ-like.
Our Faith Formation Program runs from mid-September to mid
-May. We meet once a week on Monday afternoons, at 4:00 pm
(except holidays). For more information, please contact Mary
Molly Mullaney in the St. Stephen Parish Office (415) 681-2444,
x4 or email: FaithFormation@SaintStephenSF.org. Due to the
COVID-19 Pandemic we started the school year with virtual
classes. And until it is safe to meet in person. (use QR bar code
or this link to the Google Form https://bit.ly/2MuTxhf

Let yourself be guided by His ministry.

Today’s Humor
The six year old girl. And her four-year
old brother were sitting together at Mass.
The boy couldn’t keep quiet. He giggled, sang and talked out loud.
Finally, his big sister had had
enough. “you’re not supposed to talk
at Mass.”
“Why? Who’s going to stop me?”
the boy asked.
She pointed to the back of the church
and said, “See those men standing by
the door? They’re hushers!”
ooo000ooo
A boy walked up to the pastor after
Mass and handed him a dollar. The
priest told him he should give it to
the poor. “That’s why I gave it to
you, Father, because my dad said
you’re the poorest preacher we ever
had.”

St. Stephen School

8th Grade Graduation Fund Raiser

St. Stephen See's Candy Store in now OPEN
through December 4th! Orders will be delivered
directly to your home and will be ready to ship November 16th. All proceeds support graduation activities for the Class of 2021.Visit the Webpage
Here: See's Candies Yum-Raising - St. Stephen
School - St. Stephen School 8th Grade Fundraiser

USE YOUR TALENT
Having only modest talent is no excuse for not using it. Think
what the morning would be like if only talented birds sang!
—Anonymous

Women’s Retreat For

Healing AŌer
AborƟon
Women seeking
healing aŌer aborƟon are welcome to
a one-day retreat
led by ContemplaƟve of St. Joseph
Father Vito Perrone
with Jesuit Father
George Schultz on December 5.The Retreat is run
by the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of San Francisco. It is open to anyone who shares faith regarding
the sacredness of human life. The retreat team includes the priests and one or two counselors, therapists and/or psychologists. The December 5 event
will be at a confidenƟal locaƟon and counseling
and confessions will be heard in English and Spanish. There are periods for personal prayer and reflecƟon, or for consultaƟon with team members for
counseling, spiritual direcƟon or the sacrament of
reconciliaƟon. The Retreat ends with the celebraƟon of Mass, all are welcome to stay.
Note: This one day retreat will be in person. All social distancing and public-health protocols will be
observed.
To sign-up or learn more: call 415 614 5567 or visit
the websites:
projectrachel@sfarch.org
or
sfarchdiocese.org/rachel

St. Stephen Book Club

St Stephen’s Book Club meets virtually
via Zoom at 9:00 a.m. on the 2nd Saturday
of each month. Anyone interested is invited to join us. Email Mary Molly to
receive the Zoom invite link. The next
books we are reading:
November book: The Second Mountain:
The Quest for A Moral Life by David
Brooks
December book: The Fisherman's
Tomb: The True Story of the Vatican's
Secret Search by John O'Neill.

First Sunday of Advent November 29, 2020
Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will
come. — Mark 13:33

First Sunday of Advent
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
“People in love make signs of love,” wrote our bishops in a
document guiding the renewal of liturgical music. They were
not merely urging us to sing at Mass, but suggesƟng that the
song itself is a sign of the love of Christ. Love never expressed
dies, as we know from experience. Flowers for no special reason, a caress, a hug, a turn around the dance floor, a note on
the pillow or in the lunchbox, the aroma of fresh bread in the
kitchen, all are signs of love’s vitality.
A significant treasure in our Catholic tradiƟon is the place of
the sacraments as signs of Christ’s love. We can trace the sacraments back to scriptural sources, through centuries of history They are woven through family tradiƟon and our own life
story. Sacraments are the way Christ makes signs of love for
the Church. For twenty centuries, God has spoken to us in the
arena of the sacraments, and we have responded.
For the next year of “Treasure” essays, we will explore the
story of sacraments: their sources, their signs and rituals, and
the way Christ nurtures and sustains us as we encounter him,
the companion on our journey who loves us and faithfully
makes signs of that love.
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

FEAST OF FAITH
What Is the Mass?
What is the Mass? There is no
simple answer to that question.
The Church uses many different
images and terms to describe
our most important prayer. The
Mass is the celebration of the
Eucharist, a Greek word that
means “thanksgiving.” It is the
Lord’s Supper. It is the Breaking of the Bread. It is the memorial of the Lord’s passion, death, and resurrection. It is the
Holy Sacrifice, in which the sacrifice of Christ on the cross is
perpetuated. It is the holy and divine liturgy, the sacred mysteries. It is the source and summit of our Christian lives, the
new covenant, the work of the Holy Spirit, the paschal mystery. The many different words and images that we use when
we speak of the Mass are not signs of confusion, but of wonder at what the Catechism of the Catholic Church (1328) calls
the “inexhaustible richness” of the Eucharist. The Mass, our
greatest prayer and our deepest mystery, is celebrated every
day, many times a day, the world over. The Eucharist is both
“bread from heaven” and “daily bread.” The Mass is our eve-
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Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us!
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection basket, by
mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 415-681-2444 or at www.saintstephensf.org
Name ______________________________________________ Contact Phone __________________________
Email ______________________________________________
Complete Mailing Address ________________________________________ City/Zip ___________________
Weekly Sunday envelopes , circle one: Yes No, but commit to participate thru Online Giving.
I am interested in assisting the Parish in an organization or ministry as (Please encircle your choice/s):
Acolyte/Altar Service, Altar Society, Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Greeter/Usher, Hospitality after
Mass/Special Events, Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound, Music/Choir, Lector &/or Holy Communion Ministers, Parish Center Front Office Volunteer.
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