St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
StStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:45 p.m.

ONLY!

Support your Parish Fund-raising Activity!
Be Involved! Get involved!

TWENTY NINTH SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME
The three readings today bring to mind the meaning of
persistence. As long as Moses kept his hands raised,
eventually, with the help of Aaron and Hur, Joshua and
the Israelites prevailed over Amalek and his men. Saint
Paul reminds Timothy to remain faithful to what [he has]
learned and believed. In the Gospel, Jesus uses the parable of the persistent widow to remind his disciples about
the necessity for them to pray always without becoming weary.
What does it mean to be persistent? According to the dictionary, it is the “firm or obstinate continuance in a
course of action in spite of difficulty or opposition.” Some synonyms for this “obstinate continuance” include:
perseverance, tenacity, endurance, and two rather fun expressions: doggedness and staying power. Let us think
about those last two synonyms with regard to our relationship with God.
There is no doubt that when thinking about how God relates to us, doggedness, and staying power are apt descriptions. God created us and pursued us in love endlessly: He never diverts from this path. He loved us into
being, and his love is what sustains us. From our existence, to the daily efforts we expend, God is our source
of being. The entirety of Scripture attests to this.
When it comes to our relationship with God, however, we might ask ourselves if we can use these same descriptions. We certainly have the opportunity to do so. The sacramental graces we receive give us the power to
persist in prayer, and our participation with that grace enables us to do so. The gift of faith allows us to trust
that God will provide for us not just in answer to our prayer, but even in the act of praying for something, as he
provided Aaron and Hur to assist Moses. Hope assures that our doggedness and staying power will be rewarded in eternity with Christ. How could we choose anything other than doggedness and staying power as the
foundation for our relationship with God!
United by our baptism we are stronger together, and our unceasing prayer for our needs
and the needs of the world really do have an effect. Here in this assembly we are united in
Eucharist – in the body and blood of our Lord, in the person of Jesus Christ, the son of
God. Here together we have the doggedness and the staying power to face whatever obstacles might tempt us or drag us away from our purpose in this life. For each of us is a
beloved child of the Father, journeying to be one with the Father in the eternal kingdom
of heaven.
As followers of Jesus Christ, we cannot resort to quick fixes. Quick fixes may work for a
leaky tire, but eventually the tire will need to be replaced if we want to drive on it for a
long journey. And it is a long and sometimes arduous journey we are on. Together, the
journey is safer than if we venture out on our own. For together we lift each other up
whenever necessary. Let us not ignore the voice of God reminding us to pray always without becoming weary. And may this Eucharist we receive help us follow that command.
Its great that we are praying together this day, may that always be a focal point each and
every Sunday. Have a healthy and safe week ahead. Father Tony

LITURGY AND LIFE
• What effect has persistence in prayer had on you?
• When have you looked to God for assistance?
• How is your faith reflected in your prayer life?

World Mission Sunday
Today’s readings are mainly about prayer -- perseverance in prayer, constancy in prayer
and trust in God as we pray. They are also about the Trustworthiness and Justice of
God, the type of Justice that reaches out to the poor and the weak, enabling them to fight
against injustice.
Over one billion Catholics all over the world observe today as World Mission Sunday.
This annual observance was instituted 93 years ago in 1926 by a papal decree issued by
Pope Pius XI. On Mission Sunday, Catholics gather to celebrate Eucharist and to contribute to a collection for the work
of evangelization around the world. This annual celebration gives us a chance to reflect on the importance of mission
work for the life of the Church to carrying on the mission of Christ, however different our situations may be.
Pope Emeritus, Benedict XVI, in his 2006 message stressed the importance of Christian charity in action as the key note
of evangelization. "All the Churches for all the World"was his 2007 theme asking churches with more vocations to help
those with less vocations. In 2008 the pope encouraged everyone “to take renewed awareness of the urgent need to proclaim the Gospel.” In 2009 the Pope exhorted all Christians “to redouble their commitment to participate in the missionary activity.” In his 2010 message the Pope’s focus on how faith in Christ must lead Christians to build strong faith
communities, which become signs for the world that it is possible for people of different races and cultures to live and
thrive together. In his message for the 85th World Mission Sunday of 2011 Pope Benedict XVI reminds us that the work
of evangelization “involves everyone, everything, always.” The theme of Pope Benedict’s 2012 mission Sunday message is “called to radiate the word of truth that the Lord Jesus has left us.”
Why should we evangelize? The Church, according to Vatican Council II, is "missionary" in her very nature because
her founder, Jesus Christ, was the first missionary. God the Father sent God the Son into the world with a message of
God’s love and salvation. Thus the evangelizing mission of the Church is essentially the announcement of God's love,
mercy, forgiveness, and salvation as these are revealed to mankind through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ our Lord.
How should we evangelize? By exemplary and transparent Christian life, by prayer and by financial support. The most
powerful means of preaching Christ is by living a truly Christian life -- a life filled with love, mercy, kindness, compassion and a spirit of forgiveness and service. Prayer is the second means of missionary work. Jesus said: “Without me
you can do nothing.” Therefore, prayer is necessary for anyone who wishes to accept Jesus as Lord and Savior. All missionary efforts also require financial support because the love of God can often be explained to the poor only by providing them with food, medicine and means of livelihood. Hence on this mission Sunday, let us learn to appreciate our
missionary obligation and support the Church’s missionary activities by leading transparent Christian lives, by fervent
prayers, and by generous donations. (Fr. Tony)

This Week’s Altar Server Schedule
Mon. 10/21: Francesca Flocchini, Julia Alcantra
Tues. 10/22 Joey Ferdon, Martin Aquino
Wed. 10/23: Alexandra Harlan, Elyse Hallinam
Thur. 10/24: Joshua Usi, Diego Ramirez
Fri. 10/25: Karl Uthman, Ronin Datangel
Sat. 10/26, 8:00 a.m.: Erin Ritchie
4:30 p.m. Niamh Concannon, Evan O’Driscoll
Sunday 10/27:
8:00 a.m. Liam Harrington, Declan Mahony,
Dominic Regalia
9:30 a.m. Megan Stecher, Patrick Schmitt,
Marynna Mangibuyat
11:30 a.m. Noah Fernandez Kylie Landers

Our special “thanks” to our student Altar Servers
who faithfully volunteer their time and talent to our
parish.

KINDERGARTEN APPLICATIONS
ST. STEPHEN SCHOOL is accepting applications for
next August’s Kindergarten class. Please call the school
office @ (415) 664-8331, if you are interested in obtaining an application. Children must be five years old by
September 1, 2020 and be currently enrolled in a five
day Pre-K or Kindergarten Program. Kindergarten
screenings will be held on Saturday, January 11, 2020.
Kindergarten Applications are due by November 22,
2019.
St. Stephen School, mindful of its mission to be witness
to the love of Christ for all, admits students of any race,
color, and national and/or ethnic origins to all the rights,
privileges, programs and activities generally accorded to
or made available to students at this school. St. Stephen
School does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of
race, color, and national and/or ethnic origin, age, sex or
disability in administration of educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and
athletic and other school administered programs.

Monday, Oct. 21
8:00 a.m.

St. Stephen Parishioners
(By: Fr. Tony)

Tuesday, Oct. 22
8:00 a.m.

† Pearl La Belle
(By: Eileen Rodman)

Wednesday, Oct. 23
8:00 a.m.
† Elvie Ysip
(By: Adelle Caunan)

Thursday, Oct. 24
8:00 a.m

† Marie Hong Tran
(By: Joseph S. Tran)

Friday, Oct. 25
8:00 a.m.

† Domenico & Clarice Chiappine
(By: Giovana Hrvatin)

Saturday, Oct. 26
8:00 a.m.

† Angelica Donato
(By: Adele Caunan)

4:30 p.m.

† Alzira Stewart
(By: 50+ Club, Mary De Martini)

Sunday, Oct. 27
8:00 a.m

Monday, Oct. 21
4:00 p.m.
Faith Formation/Church/Office
5:00 p.m.
Bay City Basketball/Gym
Tuesday, Oct. 22
11:00 a.m.
School Lunch/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice/Church
Wednesday, Oct. 23
11:00 a.m.
School Lunch/Hall
Thursday, Oct. 24
11:00 a.m.
School Lunch/Hall
12:50 p.m.
Pumpkin Patch/Hall
Friday, Oct. 25
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, Oct. 26
8:00 a.m.
Reception/Hall
Sunday, Oct. 27
9:30 p.m.
BCSFYAO Basketball/Gym
12:00 p.m.
Duggan’s Memorial Svs./Hall
1:00 p.m.
SF Jrs. Basketball/Gym
7:00 p.m.
Adult Volleyball/Gym

† Patricia Cauterucci

2020 Mass Intentions

(By: Fr. Tony)

9:30 a.m.

† John Armanini

11:30 a.m.

† Dolores & Gerald Murphy

6:45 p.m.

† Carmel Mier

Our 2020 Mass Intention Calendar is open.
Stop by the office to set up date/time. In order to be fair to the needs of all our parishioners, we ask you to limit your mass intentions to 8 masses at different mass times.

(By: Teresa & Tony Devincenzi)
(By: Murphy Family)
(By: Ruby Rogue)

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 20, 2019

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — As long as Moses kept his hands raised up, Israel
had the better of the fight (Exodus
17:8-13).
Psalm — Our help is from the
Lord, who made heaven and earth
(Psalm 121).
Second Reading — Remain faithful to what you have learned and believed (2 Timothy
3:14 — 4:2).
Gospel — Will not God secure the rights of his chosen
ones who call out to him day and night? (Luke 18:1-8).

Second Collections Next Weekend
Second collections will be taken at all masses October
26 and 27 for:
Parish Subsidy

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 10/13/19

$ 4,559.00

We thank our parishioners who return their gifts with a loving
and generous increase to God

I lift up my eyes toward the mountains; whence shall
help come to me? My help is from the LORD, who made
heaven and earth. — Psalm 121:1 2

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Saturday:

World Mission Sunday
St. John Paul II
St. John of Capistrano
St. Anthony Mary Claret
Blessed Virgin Mary

P

lease pray for the sick and homebound of our community and for
all those written in our book of the sick.
May they know the healing touch of Jesus.
Anna Casaratto, Peter Dalton,
Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa,
Larry Barbiere, Carol Dominguez, Eden Finn,
Kenneth Fambrini, Marc Gutierres, Kevin King, Juan
Pablo Grover-Paez, Marla Moso,
Betty Rodriguez, Joel Rivera, Nenita Sangalang,
Anna M Thompson, Joseph Tren,
Jovita & Richard Thompson, Gwendolyn Walsh

Support Our School
Please support St. Stephen
School by clipping and collecting
Box Tops from items in your
pantry!
Box Tops are located on hundreds
of products...everything from Yoplait yogurt to Ziploc
bags. For a complete list of products that have a Box
Top, go to www.boxtops4education.com.
Box Tops can be turned into the school office, dropped in
the parish center mailbox or handed directly to Shawna
Stecher at the 9:30 mass. Questions? Shawna can be
reached at 415-748-2417. Thank you!

Book Fair 2019
Calling All Parents, Grandparents,
Parishioners, Neighbors, and
Friends: All are invited to stop by
our St. Stephen School's Book Fair
2019: Arctic Adventure...Snow
Much to Read! The Book Fair's
Annual Family Day is taking place
in the school library this Sunday,
October 20th after the 9:30am mass.
The fun, games, and books aren't just for the children.
We will have the latest adult fiction, non-fiction, cookbooks, and more! Your purchases directly benefit St. Stephen School and are very appreciated. We look forward
to seeing you all there!

NOVEMBER 2019
VALLOMBROSA CENTER
12 Oak Grove Avenue
Menlo Park, CA 94025
Annual Vallombrosa Choir Thanksgiving performance;
$20 donation suggested. November 17, 2PM.
“Art Is Prayer” An artistic retreat designed to help you
‘Find God in All Things’ with Katie Wolf, MFA. November 24, 9AM. No training in art necessary. $45.
“Becoming the Christ You Were Meant to Be” An Advent overnight retreat with Fr. Nathan Castle, OP. Saturday, Nov. 30–Sunday, Dec. 1. $140–$150. Please register
on Vallombrosa.org/calendar or call 650-325-5614.

2020 Census Jobs
The U.S. Census Bureau is recruiting for
various positions to assist with the 2020
Census Count.
Apply Today. On-line 2020censusgov/jobs!
Phone 1 855 562-2020
on-site Recruiting 801 Turk St. Mon., Tue. & Wed.
1:00p.m.—2:00p.m.

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal
So many of you have responded over the past months to
share your treasure with the Annual Appeal and we are
most grateful. Your sharing helps the many ministries
that assist parishes throughout the Archdiocese, including our own. Our list of generous donors has exceeded
the space in our bulletin, and that’s a good thing! From
here on in, will print, each week, the “new” donors. A
complete, up-to-date listing of donors will always be
posted on the bulletin board in the vestibule.
Please keep up the good work! (Fr. Tony)
Our required “tax”
Received to date:
Balance due:

$92,685.00
$80,710.00
$11,975.00

New donors are:
Mr. & Mrs. David Dulany
Mrs. Belinda Mistica
Mr. & Mrs. Marc Pasquini

Additional Thoughts to Ponder
from Today’s Scripture
1) We need to combine formal prayers with
action prayer:
It is ideal that we start our prayers by reading from the
Bible, especially the Psalms and the Gospels. Formal,
memorized and liturgical prayers are also essential for
the Christian prayer life. Personal prayer is of great importance in our life of prayer. Talking to God in our own
words -- praising Him, thanking Him and presenting our
needs before Him -- transforms our whole life into prayer. We should perfect our prayers by bringing ourselves
into God’s presence during our work several times during the day and by offering all that we are, that we have
and that we do to God. Along with formal and memorized prayers, this type of prayer life enables us to pray
always and pray with constancy and trusting perseverance.
2) We should not expect to get whatever we pray for.
This parable does not suggest that God writes a blank
check, guaranteeing whatever we want, whenever we
want, it in the form we ask for. But we conveniently
forget the fact that, often, a loving father has to refuse
the request of a child, because he knows that what the
child asks would hurt rather than help him (e.g., a knife).
God is like that. He knows what to give, when to give
and how to give it. Only God sees time whole, and,
therefore, only God knows what is good for us in the
long run. That is why Jesus said that we must never be
discouraged in prayer. Instead, we have to leave the answer to God’s decision saying, “Thy will be done.” Sincere and persistent prayer makes us ready to accept His
will.

Living Stewardship
“Folded Hands”
“All we can do is pray.” This is said frequently in times of sickness, crisis, or emergency when all human efforts have failed. There’s an air of resignation about it, a sense that we are backed into a corner
with no way out. It puts God in the place of last resort, and is clearly contrary to the words of scripture
and the voice of Jesus himself. In the Gospels, Jesus tells his disciples pray constantly. What does this
mean? It means don’t wait. Call on God now. Cry to God. Tell God your problems. Open your heart.
Even if it seems as if heaven is closed tight, have faith that there is always an ear that hears you and an eye that looks on
you with love. Prayer is a way to place every aspect of your life before God. Will all prayer be answered? Yes, but not
necessarily in ways you ask for or expect. Like a parent to a child, God in heaven may say “yes,” “no,” or “wait.” Perhaps your friend who has cancer needs, more than physical healing, to be reconciled with a family member. Maybe the
job that fell through for your son would have been a turn in the wrong direction. Your desire to get over the grief of your
divorce may be premature: Your children may come back to the Church once they have children of their own. In all
these things, God can see the bigger picture. The purpose of prayer is not to persuade God to grant us all that we ask for,
but to place our concerns, wishes, and desires in the heart of God and rest them there. God will give us all we need, if
we start with hand and an attitude of trust.
When faced with an emergency or crisis, begin with prayer, such as
“Jesus, I trust in you. Guide me to do your will in this and in all things.”

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
Although the hours of daylight are rapidly dwindling, many people would say that these October days
bring the year’s most splendid weather. Americans are
riders and joggers, not strollers, and so the pleasures of
the season are often lost on us. This is not the case with
many Jewish people, who observe an ancient rule in
walking to synagogue on the Sabbath. On city streets and
suburban sidewalks in many cities, we may notice around
sunset the nicely dressed families walking and chatting on
Friday afternoon. After a short prayer at dusk, the families stroll home again for a relaxing and festive meal.
They return to synagogue in the morning, and then spend
an afternoon in family leisure until three stars appear in
the night sky and Sabbath ends.
Catholics, on the other hand, pile into the car and
drive even a short distance to Mass; some even divide the
family to participate at different hours. For Jews, the leisurely walk marks a dividing line between hectic life
commitments and a day of abundant joy and enrichment.
Before we became an automobile culture, Catholics embraced a similar pace, and in most places walked to
church. These lovely days of fall invite us to tap into an
old and life-giving tradition. If you live within a mile of
your church, walk next week. If you must drive, park at a
good distance and walk the rest of the way. Talk about
your life, greet strangers, notice the crunch of leaves under your shoes. You may be surprised at how different
Sunday Mass feels when it is framed by leisure!
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass
Today, Oct. 20 - Katrina Reodica
Sunday, Oct. 27 - Bautista
Sunday, Nov. 3 - Faith Formation
Donuts will not be served until the completion of mass.

A Bit of Humor
Persistent prayer works: The middle-aged
farm couple had no children. As a last
resort they put their trust in persistent
prayer. And it worked. The wife became
pregnant, and at the end of her term, she
was delivered of triplets. “Persistent
prayer really works, doesn’t it?" she asked her husband.
Her husband replied, “Seems to-- but I sure as heck didn’t pray for a bumper crop!”
Refreshing sermon: The pastor gave an unusually long
sermon on prayer that Sunday based on the parable of
The Poor Widow and the Corrupt Judge. Later at the door,
while the pastor was shaking
hands with his parishioners, one
man said: “Father, your sermon,
was simply wonderful- -so invigorating, inspiring and refreshing.” The pastor, of course,
broke out in a big smile only to
hear with a shock the man’s
next words: “I felt like a new
man when I woke up after you finished your sermon.”
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PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org
Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen
School Principal
Carol P Cagalingan
Parish Manager, ext. 3
carol@SaintStephenSF.org
Rev. Mr. Olet Abad
Permanent Deacon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Faith Formation Coordinator, ext. 4
faithformation@SaintStephenSF.org
Shay Ingelfinger
Event Center Coordinator, ext.7
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org
Rhonda Smith
Music & Liturgy Coordinator, ext. 8
music@SaintStephenSF.org

ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Teresa Devincenzi
Bookkeeper, ext.5
teresa@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Ed Prete
Bulletin Editor, ext. 6
e.prete@SaintStephenSF.org

•

•
•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

CONTACT PERSON

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Mary Molly Mullaney
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Courtney Kilroy
Rose O’Driscoll

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection
basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online at www.saintstephensf.org
Name _________________________________________________________________________________
Complete Address _________________________________________ City/Zip ___________________
Phone _________________________ Email _________________________________________________
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):

Acolyte/Altar Service, Altar Society, Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Greeter/Usher, Hospitality
after Mass/Special Events, Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound, Music/Choir,
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers, Parish Front Office Volunteer.
Weekly Sunday envelopes , circle one: Yes No, but commit to participate thru Online Giving

AD page

