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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Looking back at our life, we may recognize a particular person or specific experience that caused us to make a significant change or to go in a different direction than we would
have otherwise. Hopefully, the change was good; hopefully it caused us to think
bigger, do better things, use our talents in ways that we didn’t imagine possible.
This is what happens in today’s readings. Isaiah is called by God to be his prophet. In the beginning, however, Isaiah does not feel worthy to be in God’s presence, saying, I am doomed! But
by the end of the reading, Isaiah is ready; Here I am, he says, send me.
It is a similar experience for Simon in today’s Gospel. In the beginning, Simon and his companions are
getting out of their boats and washing their nets, finished for the night. Yet by the end, everything has
changed. The same fishermen have abandoned their boats, left everything and followed Jesus. What a turnaround!
It is interesting to note how this happened. It doesn’t start with Jesus asking Simon to follow him. Rather, Jesus begins with something basic, something that Peter can do with relative ease: Put out a short distance. Now this may be inconvenient, especially since Simon has been fishing all night, is probably tired and
has just finished. But it is doable. Simon takes the first step – he gets back in the boat, puts out a short distance, and in the process is able to hear the Master of all masters speak and teach.
Jesus has a second step: Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch. Now this is getting
much more inconvenient. One can imagine Simon’s thoughts, “I really didn’t want to come out here at all, but
I agreed to a short distance. Now you want me to go into deep water?”
Master, Simon says, we have worked hard all night and have caught nothing. Nevertheless, he agrees,
and they catch so many fish that the nets are tearing.
Simon is astonished. By the time they return to shore, the men who had been finishing their work are
now beginning new work. They leave everything and follow Jesus.
This encounter applies to our lives as well. Jesus doesn’t necessarily ask us to leave everything right
away. Sometimes he comes to us in ways that we can accept, bit by bit. Go just a little further. OK, we do.
Then, like Simon on the boat, we hear something new, something different.
Go a little further. “I’m not so sure Lord, I’ve tried that so many times. But at your command I will.”
And this time things are different, because the work is not our own, but the Lord’s. We have worked,
we have worked hard, and have caught nothing. Our efforts, alone, are insufficient. But at the command of the
Lord, at the Lord’s initiative, with his presence, our work is productive, fruitful, overflowing. Paul says in the
second reading that he has toiled harder than any, but he clarifies: not I, however, but the grace of God that is
with me.
Jesus will meet us where we are. Little by little, he will invite us to take the next step toward becoming
faithful disciples. Our efforts without him will fail. We may work hard, but our
“catch” will be minimal to nothing. With the Lord, however, saying yes little by little,
our lives will change. Our efforts will bear fruit. Our “catch” will be overflowing.
Have a blessed week! Father Tony

LITURGY AND LIFE
When have you felt humbled when asked to do something?
Are there ways that our parish could help people realize that they evangelize by the
way that they live?
• Has there been a time when you received more from God than you asked?
•
•

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL
APPEAL 2019
Last Sunday I “officially” launched this
years 2019 Appeal at Mass and with a
mailing to registered parishioners. If
you are not registered I encourage you
to take home a brochure and join hundreds of our parishioners and become
part of this annual outreach to the various ministries
and people who benefit from our generosity. This
year’s tax is $92,685, which means we need the assistance of everyone to meet our goal. No amount of
support is too small and we ask you to give according to your means. I invite you to join the 1% club
which means you are invited to my home for a
“home” cooked meal! (How is that for incentive!).
Blessings for your continued support! (Fr. Tony)

Dimensions of
discipleship
The Gospel reading today displays
the three dimensions of discipleship: (1) the recognition of the
power of Jesus, (2) the response of
confession, and (3) the assurance
of success when we follow God’s
word. Peter's commission is one which is repeated
often in the New Testament (Lk 9: 20, 22:32; Jn 21:
1ff; Mt 16: 16ff). Peter and the other disciples were
given the privilege of sharing in Christ's work of
gathering people to God. As they shared in gathering
the fish, so now they would share in gathering "lost"
human beings. Simon’s response was similar to the
responses made in other Old Testament human encounters with God. As he stood before the burning
bush, Moses confessed his disqualifications for leadership, particularly his inability to speak well. (Ex
3:11-4:17, esp. 4:10). Later in the Bible, when God
came to Solomon in a dream, Solomon declared that
he was not wise enough to govern God’s people and
asked for an “understanding heart” (1 Kgs 3:79). Likewise, when God called Jeremiah, the
prophet recognized the inadequacy of his youth to
take on this mission (Jer 1:6).

Who are called as the
fishers of men?
It is not true that Christ’s invitation to become “fishers of
men” is addressed only to the
apostles and their successors
(the bishops together with the
priests and religious). Every
Christian is commissioned to
a ministry of love and justice
by virtue of his/her Baptism.
Lumen Gentium - one of the
documents of Vatican II, the Dogmatic Constitution
on the Church, in paragraph no. 31 describes all of
us very clearly as, “the faithful who by Baptism are
incorporated into Christ’s Body and are placed in the
people of God and in their own way share the priestly, prophetic and kingly office of Christ and to the
best of their ability carry on the mission of the whole
Christian people in the Church and in the world.” In
addition to this, Vatican II’s Apostolicam Actuositatem no. 3 says, “Incorporated into Christ’s Body
through Baptism and strengthened by the power of
the Holy Spirit through Confirmation, the laity are
assigned to the apostolate by the Lord Himself.” It is
even stated that where lay involvement is lacking,
“the apostolate of the pastors will frequently be unable to obtain its full effect; where lay responsibility
is absent the Church is incomplete,” (Apostolicam Actousitatem nos. 10, 21, PCP II).

Should You Get Sick
Should you or a family member
become seriously ill please let us know.
We will be happy to pray for you either privately during Mass or publicly
in the Prayers of the Faithful. Should
the sick person wish to see a priest, we will be
happy to go and offer the Sacrament of the Sick.
The reception of this sacrament is an encounter with
Christ the physician and healer. Please do not be shy
about requesting this sacramental experience. The
healing may not always be physical, but will
certainly be spiritual when it is received with faith.

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message
through preaching, through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

Monday, Feb. 11
8:00 a.m.

Fr. Dave Pettinguill Sp. Int.
(By: Aisa Hara & Siblings)

5

Tuesday, Feb. 12
8:00 a.m.
† Evangelina Alvarez
(By: Kathy Sous)

Wednesday, Feb. 13
8:00 a.m.
† Harry Over

(By: Dorothy Over)

Thursday, Feb. 14
8:00 a.m.
August & Cecilia Norona Sp. Int.
(By: Gil & Vichy Francisco)

Friday, Feb. 15
8:00 a.m.

St. Stephen Parishioners Sp. Int.

(By: Fr. Tony)

Saturday, Feb. 16
8:00 a.m.
† Mary Margaret McDonald
4:30 p.m.

(By: Fely)

† Dr. Tom Leach
(By: Adele Caunan)

Sunday, Feb. 17
8:00 a.m
† Tony Juaguin
(By: Leon Mercado)
9:30 a.m.
† Dr. Tom Leach

(By: Tom & Nancy McGarvey)

11:30 a.m.

† Sheila Coakley Bantry

6:45 p.m.

† Sean McPolin

(By: Finbarr O’Driscoll)
(By: Liam Frost)
Bold Indicates Mass Intentions

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading —Isaiah is called to be a
messenger for the Lord and responds, “Send
me!” (Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8)
Psalm — In the sight of the angels I will
sing your praises, Lord (Psalm 138).
Second Reading — Paul reminds us of the
gospel he preached through which we are saved, if we
believe it (1 Corinthians 15:1-11 [3-8, 11]).
Gospel — Jesus directs Simon to take his boat into deep
water for a miraculous catch of fish. (Luke 5:1-11).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Feb. 10 - Faith Formation 3rd &
6th Grades
Sunday, Feb. 17 - Men’s Club
Sunday, Feb. 24 - Book Club
Donuts will not be served until completion of mass.

Monday, Feb. 11
12:00 p.m. 50+ Club/Hall
4:00 p.m.
Faith Formation/Church & Office
Tuesday, Feb. 12
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
3:30 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice/Church
Wednesday, Feb. 13
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
3:30 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
7:00 p.m.
SVDP Conference Mtg./Conf. Rm.
Thursday, Feb. 14
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
3:30 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
Friday, Feb. 15
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, Feb. 16
8:00 a.m.
Wedding Reception/Hall
Sunday, Feb. 17
8:00 a.m.
School Play Set-up/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Adult Volleyball/Gym
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 10, 2019

Then I heard the voice of the Lord
saying, “Whom shall I send? Who will
go for us?” “Here I am, “I said, “send
me!” — Isaiah 6:8
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time;
World Marriage Day
Monday: Our Lady of Lourdes;
World Day of the Sick
Tuesday: Lincoln’s Birthday
Thursday: Ss. Cyril and Methodius;
Valentine’s Day
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary

P

lease pray for the sick and homebound of our community and for
all those written in our book of the
sick. May they know the healing touch of Jesus.
Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa,
Larry Barbiere, Carol Dominguez,
Kenneth Fambrini, Marc Gutierres, Eden Finn,
Juan Pablo Grover-Paez, Kevin King,
Nenita Sangalang, Betty Rodriguez,
Joel Rivera, Ed Silvia, Anna Macalino Thompson,
Jovita & Richard Thompson, Joseph Tren,
Gwendolyn Walsh and Jodie Yuzon.
Please call the office to add or remove names.

This Week’s Humor
A man had spent fruitless day fishing. He didn't want to go home empty-handed. He decided to stop at a
local fish market. "I'd like three
good sized fish," he said to the clerk.
"But before you wrap them, toss
them to me, one by one." The clerk looked puzzled at his
request, "Sir? That's a strange thing to ask." Smiling the
man said, "This way I'll be able to tell my wife truthfully
that I caught them!"
+ + +

The Reverend Dr. McStuffedshirt encountered one of his
less-than-faithful parishioners returning from a day's fishing and engaged him in conversation. "Ah, Brother
Jones," he began in his best preaching tone, "You are a
fine fisherman, but I am a fisher of men." Jones, determined to get home after a long day, replied, "So I have
heard. But I was passing your Church last Sunday, looked
in the window, and noticed you had not caught too
many..."
+ + +

The pastor was a fisherman, but he hadn't fished in
months. One perfect Sunday morning he couldn't resist.
He called up his associate priest and claimed he had laryngitis. The priest then headed out to his favorite spot.
The hook hadn't been in the water five minutes before he
got a strike, and landed the biggest fish he had ever
caught - although he had seen bigger ones caught by others. A half hour later, he caught the biggest fish he had
ever seen. Another forty-five minutes later he landed a
fish that broke the world record. All this time St. Peter
and God have been watching the priest from heaven. St.
Peter turned to God, and said, "How can you reward this
priest? He lied. He doesn’t observe the Sunday obligation." God smiled at St. Peter, and replied, "I'm punishing
him." St. Peter was confused, so God continued, "Well,
after he finishes, whom can he tell his story to?"
+ + +

Three ministers were out on a lake fishing one fine afternoon in a boat, a Protestant minister, an Episcopalian
priest and a newly-arrived Catholic priest. They were sitting out in the middle of the lake and the Protestant minister said he had to relieve himself, so he got out of the
boat and walked across the water to shore, relieved himself behind a tree. Then walked back to the boat. The
Episcopalian priest did the same thing. The Catholic
priest thought to himself, if they can do it, so can I. So he
stepped out of the boat and started sinking. After saving
him and bringing
him back on the
boat one minister
commented: "We
should have told
him where the
rocks are under
the water!"

Volunteering at St. Anthony’s
Dining Room
Daily 9:15 am – 1:45 pm (shifts vary in length
from 1 - 4 hours)
121 Golden Gate Ave., San Francisco
Marie O’Connor volunteer@stanthonysf.org
stanthonysf.org
Volunteers are wanted at St. Anthony’s Dining
Room. Shifts are varied; and the need is daily. You
can share stories and build community while serving
thousands of meals to homeless and low-income
guests at the historic Dining Room. The professionally structured volunteer program provides participants with an empowering and educational experience. Service with St. Anthony’s is more than volunteerism; it’s an opportunity to connect with the
community through shared moments of compassion,
and to experience the fulfillment of creating positive
Change.

ClickToPray
During last Sunday’s Angelus
prayer in St. Peter's Square, Pope
Francis unveiled his own user
profile in
the official app of the Pope's
Worldwide Prayer Network.
ClickToPray is a platform that
invites people around the world
to accompany the Pope in a mission of compassion. It has a website and a mobile app,
and is available in six languages (Spanish, English, Italian, French, Portuguese, and German). The pope invites
everyone, and especially youth, to download the app. For
complete information, visit the website. ClicPope Francis
ClickToPray App

clicktopray.org

National Marriage Week
Every year, February 7 through 14,
is National Marriage Week USA. It
is a time to celebrate the gift that
marriage is to our Church and reflect on how we can build up a culture of life and love that supports marriage and family.
Our 2019 theme is “Marriage: Made for a Reason.” The
Archdiocese joins in the nationwide initiative with Catholics and other Christians as we celebrate marriage and
family, the “first society” for all of us. For additional information please go to
hopfnere@sfarch.org
nationalmarriageweekusa.org

Deacon’s Corner

Catholic Charities
Volunteer Opportunity
Catholic Charities is partnering with
the Archdiocese to find good Catholic
families who would like to mentor migrant unaccompanied minors. A lot of these kids need very basic needs
like being driven to court hearings, getting help applying
for a library card, getting enrolled in school, and other
things many kids take for granted. Time commitment is
flexible and there is a half day training course to make
sure mentors are prepared.
With Lent coming around the corner, I think this might
be a great program for parishioners to discern being part of.
To learn more about the program, please visit
http://www.sfarch.org/care
If you’d like to help with this program in any way, please
contact :
Martin Ford
Social Action Coordinator
Office of Human Life & Dignity
Archdiocese of San Francisco
martin@sfarch.org
office: (415) 614-5500 x5569
mobile: (415) 793-2709
Archdiocese of San Francisco

Winter Shelter for Homeless
Support Walk 2019
Sunday, April 7, at 1:30 pm
Lake Merced, San Francisco
(parking circle at Lake Merced and Sunset Blvds.)

Cynthia Zamboukos 415-474-1321
cynthiaz@sfinterfaithcouncil.org
All are welcome to the San Francisco Interfaith Council's
WinterFaith Shelter Walk 2019 to raise funds for the
Winter Shelter. Come and walk to support the effort to
end homelessness, an issue that grips our city. This is an
annual walk-a-thon that involves many faith traditions.
Homelessness affects all of us, and this is a way in which
we can make a difference. Register early, and see the opportunities for sponsorships and benefits.

PLANNING
If you are planning for a year, sow rice.
If you are planning for a decade, plant trees.
If you are planning for a lifetime, educate a person.

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 02/03/19
$ 6,428.00
2nd Collection: Maintenance Fund $ 2,363.00
We thank our parishioners who return their gifts with a loving
and generous increase to God

TREASURES FROM OUR
TRADITION
The Reign of God comes about
because people commit to reversing their lives completely, to embracing new vision, new values.
Many popular television shows exploit an unattractive
side of human nature by pitting contestants against one
another, even to the point of performing dangerous stunts
or devious schemes, to gain money or favor.
At the liturgy, we counter that impulse by committing
ourselves to live generously. In response to Christ’s total
gift, we offer bread and wine as the emblems of our lives,
our hopes, our joys and sorrows. The bread and wine carried to the altar contain our lives, and by offering our
lives to God, we prepare to receive the gift of God’s own
life. We are to become what we receive: the body of
Christ.
On Sundays, this self-giving is often accompanied by
a collection and procession of gifts for the poor and money for the upkeep of the parish. There are certainly other
methods of collecting money, some perhaps more efficient. Yet the act of giving from our abundance, and attending to the needs of the poor, opens us up to participation in the changes the Reign of God requires.
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Marriage Encounter Weekend
MARRIED COUPLES: Winter brings crisp fresh
air. A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is
like winter because it’s a weekend full of fresh air and a
time to rejoice in the beauty of our marriage and family.
The next Marriage Encounter Weekends are
Feb 15-17, 2019 and May 17-19, 2019 in San Jose,
CA.
For more information and/or to register for a Weekend,
visit our website at: sanjosewwme.org or
contact Ken & Claranne at 408-782-1413 or
applications@sanjosewwme.org .

Join Our St. Stephen Choir
Please consider joining our
St. Stephen Choir!
All Ages Are Welcome
Contact Our choir director; Rhonda
Smith at (415) 681-2444 Ext. 8, or her
email at music@saintstephensf.org

Bulletin Announcements
Send your St. Stephen bulletin announcements ( anniversaries, baptisms, etc) via e-mail to
e.prete@saintstephensf.org.
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PASTORAL STAFF

ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY CONTACT PERSON

Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen

•

School Principal

•

Carol P Cagalingan

•

Parish Manager, ext. 3
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad

•

Permanent Deacon

•

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Faith Formation Coordinator, ext. 4
faithformation@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Shay Ingelfinger
Event Center Coordinator, ext.7
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rhonda Smith

•

•

Coordinator of Music & Liturgy, ext. 8
music@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Teresa Devincenzi
Bookkeeper, ext.5
teresa@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Ed Prete

•

Bulletin Editor, ext. 6
e.prete@SaintStephenSF.org

•

•

•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Mary Molly Mullaney
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Lydia Flocchini
Shauna O’Donoghue

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection
basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online at www.saintstephensf.org
Name ______________________________________ Address ___________________________________
City/Zip ___________________ Phone __________________ Email ____________________________
\\

Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

Please send me Sunday Envelopes (encircle): Yes
(Default is to send weekly Sunday envelopes to New Parishioners)

No
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